The Basis of Future Operations
Polish army with General von Beseler and the Austro-Hungarian General vStafL
Under-Secretary of State Wahnschaffe begged me to urge on Minister von Lobell my views as to the necessity for the Polish army. I did so, stating in a private letter that the real ground of this necessity was the iron need of more men for the war.
I am not acquainted with the details of the proceedings in Berlin. The Chancellor and General von Bdseler warmly advocated the raising of the Polish army and the establishment of the kingdom. There was, however, considerable opposition to this second step in many quarters in Germany. Rumours soon circulated from Berlin that I was the author of the plan. I repeatedly requested the Government to explain the matter properly, but, unfortunately, in spite of my request, not a statesman could be found who was willing to set out the whole position in its true context. Just as in the question of the submarine campaign, so now, in the autumn of 1916, G.H.Q. was for the second time involved without any act of its own in a political controversy ; on this occasion, moreover, the result was to hinder the prosecution of the war. Was it surprising that I felt absolutely disgusted by this procedure ? Everybody who worked with me knows that I was always ready for frank discussion, and listened willingly to arguments against my views, but that I insisted on absolute honesty.
I was called in by the Chancellor to assist in drafting the proclamation for the foundation of the Kingdom of Poland.
In my view the proclamation was ambiguous, and I said so.
The Proclamation of the Kingdom on the 5th November, and the steps taken to form a Polish army proved to be a ploughing of the sands. We soon saw that General von Conrad had correctly judged the situation. Once and for all I had to abandon all hope of our army being strengthened by Polish troops, General von Beseler, too, recognized that he had been mistaken, Thus ended for good the question of forming a Polish army. The idea of forming a Polish national militia, which was mooted from time to time subsequently, and intermittently advocated by General von Beseler and the Austro-Hungarian Govern-
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